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Abstract
The Seerah of Prophet Muhammad offers a tremendous resource
material for conflict resolution strategies in present day peace studies.
This paper aims at reflecting on how these techniques borrowed from
the ‘Seerah’ can be applied in the modern day conflicts to enable
sustainable conflict transformation. Various incidents contained in the
Seerah depict vividly how Prophet Muhammad successfully
demonstrated the power of words, fairness, international relations and
mediation in the resolution of conflicts and reconstruction of
community. Also, the Seerah’s conflict management style tends to
focus on the efficacy of talk, central to which concept is the capacity
to communicate or the need for openness between conflicting parties.
Crossing the cultural divide: how Muhammad directly and
courteously contacted different parties’ shows the importance of
communication as a tool of influencing peoples’ perceptions and
behavior. This principle has been used in today’s interfaith dialogues
that have effectively lowered religious and ethnic rivalry in many
parts in the world. In addition, the Seerah extends a clear message
that justice and fair treatment should govern the dispute solutions.
Muhammad definitely demonstrates justice as a mechanism for
building the inclusive societies throughout formation of the
Constitution of Medina that guarantee the rights and responsibilities
of Muslims and non-Muslim citizens. Contemporary post-conflict
legal changes based on these principles stress that justice must be done
regarding past inequalities to avoid future war. Moreover, lessons
may be still drawn from diplomacy, which is prominently featured in
the Seerah, especially in the peace agreements including the
Hudaybiyyah treaty. These two examples show that strategic patience
and compromise are essential in getting to long term stable peace
deals in today’s international systems. Through incorporating these
traditional approaches into the current research, this study helps
enhance the existing knowledge of conflict transformation and offers
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real-world recommendations for those who seek to establish the
societies where justice and peace prevails. Thus, the integration of
historical knowledge and innovative practices provides a worthy
addition to the works of the field of peace studies and a possible
solution to the current conflicts.
Keywords: Seerah, Conflict Resolution, Peace Studies, Dialogue,
Justice, Strategic Diplomacy, Reconciliation
Introduction
The theory of conflict resolution has been constantly referring to various
historical and cultural sources in order to enhance the contemporary theories of
peace. Of these, the Seerah, which is the biography of Prophet Muhammad, has
much wisdom about diplomacy and war as applied to conflict resolution today.
The conflict management aspect of the prophetic model alongside the teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad, has attracted interest with respect to the ability to
manage matters arising in contemporary societies. In this context, scholars and
practitioners can learn much about how these time-honoured strategies might be
useful today in order to achieve sustainable peace in contemporary conflicts
(Rahman, 2017).
Most striking in the Seerah are cases of dealing with conflicts which are marked
by realism, fairness, and patience. These histories of the prophets include where
Muhammad intervened in two warring tribes, negotiated and signed truces, and
even offered clemency to his foes (El-Tayeb, 2014). For example, the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah in the history of Islam where the Prophet succefully managed to
avoid war and achieve the well being of his people. However, on paper the
Muslims seemed to be the losers when the agreement was signed but, as things
panned out, this led to their future victories. Such incidents, together with others,
make it possible to note that strategic compromise and patience should be used in
solving the conflicts (Khan, 2019).
Khan (2019) and El-Tayeb (2014) further affirm the present scholars’ perspectives
that these features of the Seerah are indeed not only chronicled histories of
successful conflict solving, but also a social conflict map relevant in the present
time. Scholars, thus, by using the principles of modern theories of negotiation and
of peace studies, may examine the possibilities of the use of these prehistoric
tactics in conjunction with the modern techniques. The synthesis of diverse
approaches could possibly foster the development of better conflict resolution
strategies in global conflict regions where not only the cultural background but
also the techniques have to be bendable to fit the needs to the conflict parties to
solve their conflicts. That relevance of the Seerah is not merely in the results but
in the tactics and the principles of justice, of seeking peaceful solutions, and of
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strategic patience which are available for society today as means to include the
various factions in a more tolerant way to manage conflicts peacefully.

The Significance of Conflict Resolution in the Seerah
The Seerah as a Historical Context for Understanding Conflict
The Seerah which is the biography of the Prophet Muhammad provides the
backdrop for looking for information in conflict resolution among the early
Muslims. This period was characterised by tremendous social, political and
religious problems which demanded good leadership and diplomacy. The
Babylonian exile and the early Muslim community at Medina: Socio-political and
economic oppression, socio-economic boycott and the struggle for survival in
Mecca and the socio--political inter-tribal wars in Medina (Lings, 2006). These
historical episodes give essential lessons on real conflict that the early Muslims
experienced and the crucial importance of conflict management to the formation
and growth of the Islamic state.
The centrality of Prophet Muhammad as a mediator and, in general, a peace-
maker can be viewed as the key principle of Islamic teachings and the most
striking aspect of his conflict-solving strategies. In this respect, his role of judging
disputes, which he successfully set in ways that were progressive even by today’s
standards, made it possible to preserve unity among teams within Medina. The
Constitution of Medina, for example, is a document that is said to have come
from Muhammad who formed a kind of covenant or cooperation for Arab tribes
which living in Medina that were Muslims, Jews, and pagans. It defined rights
and responsibilities of all subjects and means of their disputes’ settlement, thus
making a polyarchal society with religious tolerance as its main political value
(Ramadan, 2007). In addition to that, the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah is one of the
best illustrations of the diplomacy of the Prophet Muhammad. Though his
followers complained about the treaty for being disadvantageous in the first
instance, by accepting what seemed to be adverse terms, there were fewer fighting
instances, and this allowed the growth of Islamic civilization. This agreement
underlined his main virtues of prudence and long-term vision, the belief that it is
better to wait than to win (Armstrong, 2006). Such examples from the Seerah not
only clearly depict how the Prophet of Islam personally settled disputes but also
his overall approach most of the time turned potential threats into avenues that
served to benefit the Muslim society.
The Relevance of the Seerah for Contemporary Peace Studies
The Seerah of Prophet Muhammad, its stories and its moral and political lessons,
are very important for today’s search for peace. It has been demonstrated as a
model that not only worked in the social and political systems but was also set up
the principles that governed conflict resolution and justice as well as
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consolidation of community. These principles, which are rooted in the ethico-
legal structure of Islam, provide some timeless approaches which are relevant to
the given dynamism of conflict situations existing in the modem world. The
prophetic approach of the Prophet towards justice, forgiveness and rational
conflict solving with special reference to the technique of conflict solving which is
formalized in the modern methodologies of the peace and international relations
studies (Esposito, 2010).
Living in the current complex and at times unpredictable global environment, it is
crucial to have the best conflict solving tactics. Contemporary wars, be they
international, internal or CCM, cannot be addressed by traditional approaches
and call for new approaches that are informed by knowledge about human and
social nature. The Seerah also gives examples where Prophet Muhammad
actively engaged in reconciling the disputing parties and ensured that the long-
term peace of the community is achieved despite the fact that short-term gains
that could be made by the parties are immense. For instance, his negotiations
concerning the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, recalled above, and his actions during
taking over Mecca witnessing that mercy can be as powerful as wrath in the
course of and in the aftermath of warfare, peace-building strategies potentially
contain elements of mercy and of deliberate holding back (Peterson, 2012).
In this regard, the Seerah’s way of addressing the problems and avoiding fighting
and wars by seeking to form alliances among various stakeholders is especially
helpful in modern conflict transformation. Muhammad was planning to create
the pluralistic society in Medina where people of different religions and colour
would have equal rights and be equal in responsibilities, for the modern multi-
ethnic society in conflict. As scholars incorporate the knowledge of the Seerah in
present day peace studies curriculum and practices, there will be positive changes
and cultural sensitivity in conflict resolution approaches as well as constructive
practices touching on ethical aspects, and positive effects to the society in-case the
practice of sustainable peace is embraced Ramsey (2007).
Key Conflict Resolution Techniques in the Seerah
In the Seerah therefore, the life and practices of Prophet Muhammad offer rich
lessons on conflict management especially in mediation and arbitration processes
that have significant relevance in elucidating the nature of peace making and
reconciliation in today’s world. His being a third party both a mediator and an
arbitrator demonstrate the importance of the role of a third party neutral and the
various techniques of conflict solving that even in the 7th century.
Mediation and Arbitration
Thus, conflicts in which Prophet Muhammad participated was not only mediator
or arbitrator within the community but between his followers and other tribes or
followers of other religions. Perhaps, the most graphic is how he dealt with the
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installation of the Black Stone in the Kaaba in Mecca. When the different
Meccan tribes could not agree on which tribe would have the privilege of putting
the stone This means that there was likely to be a conflict of who would place the
stone Muhammad recommended that the stone should be placed on a piece of
cloth and then lifted by representatives of all the tribes of Mecca. He then placed
the stone with his own hands, involved all parties and honored, so, according to
the traditions of wise mediation, he made both parties win (Lings, 2006).
Third party involvement in conflict is one of the major themes running
throughout the Seerah. But, how could it be, when Muhammad was not only a
religious leader but also a political figure as well? Here it is crucial to note that
Muhammad’s own action was frequently that of a mediator or a peacemaker.
More on his attitude to conflicts more especially in the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah
shows that neutrality is crucial in seeking fair solutions. In this treaty, though his
followers were strongly opposed, Muhammad made some hard-line conditions
but he wanted something unexpected and neutral, which helped both the parties
to come to a peaceful conclusion and a way to deal with the future political
relations between the Muslims and their opponents of Mecca (Armstrong, 2006).
When we, look at these occurrences in the Seerah, it is clear that mediation is
now a useful practice as ever and it is also apparent that involving a third party of
no prejudice is crucial in the given conflict. Such strategies prevent escalation and
guarantee that all participants get a fair shot at expressing themselves and being
heard without aggression. This way, modern conflict management can be
enriched with more equity and inclusion, which would be useful given historical
examples of the success of patience, non-interference, and openness to dialogue.
Dialogue and Communication
Dialogue and communication are clearly well established themes in the Seerah,
based on the manner in which the prophet Muhammad sought to practice conflict
resolution and bring a community together. His calls to make communication
transparent and unmasked were positive for dispute-solution, but also helped
establish rapport between people in and outside the Islamic community.
This principle has always been a guiding principle of Prophet Muhammad and it
was also followed by him personally in all dealings. For instance, when it was in
the manifest interest of the Muslim community to do so during the contracting of
the Hudaybiyyah treaty, Muhammad had direct communication with his
followers, and made them aware of the terms as well as the reasons why such
terms had to be agreed upon. This approach not only eliminate possible
discontent within his side but also show to those opposite to him that he is willing
to fight for peace and justice. Criticizing the opponents, insisting on the direct and
loud reading of the treaty’s terms, and making changes in it as a response to the
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concerns of the other party were also pointed at the necessity of clear and
unambiguous communication in conflict resolution (Ramadan, 2007).
This paper argues that Prophet Muhammad was an active and reactive user of
dialogue in a fight to gain trust and understanding from different groups.
Discourse, for instance the Medina Charter where he set down rules and
regulations for Muslims, the Jews and other tribes on rights and responsibilities of
civil societies are some of the ways he employed dialogue in shaping society. By
these discussions, Muhammad managed to sign the unprecedented social contract
based on tolerance, religious freedom, and cooperation in habitation among
members of different tribes and different religions, despite deep conflicts. It not
only addressed all the current issues between them but also laid down the basic
framework for cooperation between different factions and building general trust
between people of different religion (Esposito, 2010). These aspects of the Seerah
take an interesting approach to emphasize the importance of dialogue in conflict.
This Prophet was always open for dialogue and engagements to get people in the
middle of conflict even though the problems were as serious as murder,
adulteration, and theft etc. The principles of these writers can be used by modern
peace studies arguing that students and others in conflict require dialogue and
clear communications to understand and develop the trust necessary in conflict
resolution for reconciliation and conflict prevention.
Justice and Fairness
The concepts of justice and fairness are prominent features in the Seerah of the
Prophet Muhammad and are an important part of his strategies in dealing with
conflict and managing the community. Such principles, did not confine him
within the short-term decision-making only, but also influenced the evolution of
Islamic law and ethics, and through them, numerous insights for today’s peace
studies. Such was the case with the Prophet Muhammad, who was devoted to
justice towards both Muslims and non-Muslims. Regarding his style in addressing
conflicts, one remarkable case is that of Medina where he acted as a neutral third-
party arbitrator. The reasons for the decisions were the specific circumstances of
the case, irrespective of the background, social position or renders of the religions
of the Parties, which guaranteed justice for every man. This was the case when he
demonstrated that ‘a Jew’s evidence was endorsed over a Muslim witness’s
testimony’ and settled a case in favour of the Jew, because such principles as: “the
truth is above all personal considerations and attachments of all sorts,” indeed
“view justice in the name of truth” (Armstrong, 2006).
Muhammad’s conflict resolution philosophy did not just focus on mediation; he
tried to deal with the reasons causing disputes so as to mitigate any reoccurrence
in the future. This is evident from his strategic implementation of societal reforms
that aimed at eliminating repositories of conflict such as inequities and social
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injustices. One such reform was the establishment of the Zakat system which is a
form of almsgiving regarded in Islam as a tax or religious preference. He intended
to reduce the patronage of charity which was disorderly by making it a structure
to avoid the fundamentals which incite social unrest. In addition, with his
leadership, the Constitution of Medina set out a template for the attainment of
civic rights and obligations which united the people by considering the need of
every section of society and so address the causes of potential conflicts between
various groups (Ramadan, 2007).
These strategies point out how emphasis on justice and fair play in the resolution
of immediate disputes of the community and in the governance of society as a
whole were used by Prophet Muhammed to unite and strengthen the people. In
contemporary conflict resolution, these seek to address conflicts through equitable
treatment and emphasize the need to consider wider context that can cause or
exacerbate conflict. Since these shared values can be brought into contemporary
peace processes, mediators and negotiators will be able to seek more durable and
all-embracing solutions.
Applying the Seerah's Techniques to Modern Peace Studies
Addressing Contemporary Conflicts
The Seerah of Prophet Muhammad is an expounded framework that can be
implemented to settle various contemporary challenges in the world. Through the
promotion of such concepts as dialogue, understanding, and reconciliation, these
age old but ever relevant tactics can be modified to schedule today’s problems,
which is essential in a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society. The lesson from
the Seerah is not only relevant for the past and early Islamic society, but is
applicable in all times. For example, the dependence on mediation and consensus
building in resolving conflicts the Muhammad model is more relevant today than
ever considering the increasing interconnectedness of the world and the
competition that ensues. And again the Seerah strives to emphasize the
essentiality of accepting and tolerating various opinions, which is a critical
consideration in the resolution of today’s controversies. Such controversies can be
at the level of a company, a community, or even in international relations. Also,
The Hudaybiyyah treaty referred to some of the most relevant aspects of
contemporary politics: the necessity of patience and readiness for compromise in
trying to tackle complicated geopolitical issues.
The momentous biography of Prophet Muhammad clearly demonstrates the
value of dialogue in fostering understanding and achieving reconciliation.
Peaceful coexistence and conflict resolution rather than the triumph of one party
over another lies in seeking direct communication and discussing one's grievances
which the Prophet consistently performed with his opponents. This section of the
Seerah may be most helpful to modernise where it is essential to promote
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communication between the warring parties for better trust building and de-
escalation in peace processes. His postures on overcoming and reconciling
opponents, for instance, at the point of taking Mecca, where he pardoned former
enemies, portray how reconciliation can alter the society and instil conditions for
relentless peace and regression of violence (Esposito, 2010).
Consequently, they can incorporate these principles when dealing with modern
cases of violent conflicts and therefore, enhance their efforts in conflict resolution
as well as rebuilding communities. The Seerah’s message of justice, compassion,
and community integration significantly responds to the challenges of
contemporary wars, and thus, it is indeed a major requirement for people who
wish to work towards bringing peace in our world.
Building Peace and Reconciliation
In reverencing the Prophet Muhammad, one comes across a great vision which
can be utilized as a solution to many of the problems faced today. Promoting the
concepts, such as dialogue, understanding and reconciliation, which are far from
new, can be in today’s world to address today’s problems which is crucial in a
multi ethnic and multi religious society. In our case, the Socio-political Seerah is
not only relevant for the past and early Islamic society, but is applicable in all
times. For example, in today’s complex world, where companies and
organizations depend on coordination and the building of coalitions because of
globalization and competition, the Muhammad model for the resolution of
conflict through the mediation of a leader has never been timelier. The Seerah
also emphasizes the principled position of the crowd within a controversy which
is very important in determining the course of controversies today. This can be
intra company, community, or even inter- state controversies. Moreover, The
Hudaybiyyah treaty indeed touched on some of the most significant features of
our time, such as how in order to find solutions to complex geopolitical problems,
it is of the utmost need to have patience and a willingness to compromise.
The profile and legacy of Prophet Muhammad greatly reinforces the importance
of dialogue in understanding and settling disputes. There is no need to subdue
one’s adversaries as the Prophet did on numerous occasions; communication
directly addresses the issue, grievances, which guide the two parties into
discussion. This aspect of the Seerah may be most able to assist modernist
regarding what is their focus: facilitating the communication between the parties
that hostility prevails in order to aid trust building in the de-escalation of both
violence and resolution techniques. His postures on overcoming and reconciling
his opponents, for instance, when acquiring Mecca, where he spared the lives of
his enemies, demonstrate how reconciliation reddens the society with chances for
continuous peace and reduction of violence (Esposito, 2010).

https://www.journalforeducationalresearch.online/index.php/2/about


https://www.journalforeducationalresearch.online/index.php/2/about

3007-3154

3007-3146
D S S R

9

The argumentation of these scholars and ideologues raises the issue of developing
further potential and strength, giving space for moderating principles in the
dynamics of modern violent conflict and radically enhancing work around
resolution and post-conflict reconstruction. Justice, compassion and charity,
integration into bigger communities of the Seerah allow for a solid response to
contemporary war challenges, vice versa, it should be useful for all who wish to
become peacemakers around the globe.
Creating Inclusive and Just Societies
The vision of creating fair and just societies can be articulated as one of the
objectives of the Seerah of Prophet Muhammad. These teachings are helpful in
structuring policies for inclusivity and equality through promoting fairness, equity
and social justice. Justice and equality are probably at the core of the values
espoused in the seerah. Muhammad considered social order and political
organization in such a way that no one would be wronged regardless of their
ethnic, religious, or social background. This was clearly depicted when he was
involved in the drafting of the Constitution of Medina where rights and
obligations were regulated between several communities in the city treating
Muslims, Jews and other tribal groups as parts of the polity. Such a practice
designed not only settles the conflicts of the particular time but also paves the way
for the peaceful society. Armstrong, 2006.
Islam Prophet Muhammad, apart from addressing fairness in the affairs of people
and justice in the law, has provided a number of solutions for social and
economic injustices. A pertinent example is the introduction of the Zakat system,
or wealth redistribution through charitable giving, as a more generic economic
policy. This wasn’t just an act of goodwill. It was an enforced practice requiring
the basic needs of people to be met. This helped ease the social friction and
conflict associated with poverty and economic inequality. Today, we can aim to
achieve similar outcomes using social policies, welfare systems, and community
programs that seek to reduce poverty, promote equal opportunities and access to
health and education, and enable all members of the community to take part in
social life, (Ramadan, 2007)
These elements from the Seerah stress on the necessity of establishing structures
and institutions which guarantee fairness, justice and equality as prerequisites for
social cohesion. In contemporary scenarios, these may include reforming the
judiciary to be more open and fair, devising mechanisms to reduce economically
features, and advocating learning and social frameworks which support
appreciation of diversity. With these principles incorporated in the social order,
the societies can begin to gradually move towards inclusive and just society
whereby everyone is in a position to participate in and benefit from the life of the
society.
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Contemporary Peacebuilding Initiatives Inspired By the Seerah
Historically and across cultures, contemporary peacebuilding practices has always
borrowed influences. Among these influences, the Seerah of Prophet Muhammad
is of great importance. Not only does this biography provide his life and deeds but
also describes a system of dealing with conflict which is of utmost importance in
the present day worldwide. The principles of the Seerah such as dialogue, justice,
and strategic diplomacy are essential in seeking and implementing peace. Such
principles are modified to fit into the context of social and political conditions of
the 21st Century (Brown, 2011).
Interfaith dialogue thus connected to Muhammad’s assertiveness in conflict
resolution has led to the development of modern projects such as interfaith
dialogue and educational practices that help reduce religious and ethnic hatred. In
the Balkans, for example, these interfaith initiatives have addressed long-standing
sectarian divides by encouraging Kosovar-Roma and Serbian communities to
interact. Aiming at youth and influential people in the community, these
initiatives construct the necessary foundation for lasting peace through creating
understanding and respect for each other. This method is similar to how
Muhammad reconciled the various tribes and religions within the Medinan
society under a political order, which was able to provide respect, peace, and
security to all of them (Hamid, 2015).
In addition, the justice concept in the Seerah has been adopted in countries in
post-conflict and transition times as a model for judicial reforms. Within the
models of justice and accountability, which Muhammad practiced in South
Africa and Rwanda, truth and reconciliation commissions were established. Their
purpose is to unite the fractured society by discovering the truth about the
scattered past and exalting the victims while punishing and shaming the
perpetrators. Efforts such as these are important not only because of the healing
process but also because they deal with the root cause of violence which is the oft-
found injustice that leads to conflict. This is consistent with the way Muhammad
treated all people and the importance he placed upon true peace being built on
justice for all and their equal treatment (Nasr, 2013).
Moreover, the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah that Muhammad negotiated with the
Quraish can also be seen as a guide for modern, diplomatic negotiations. This
treaty was opposed at the outset by many of Muhammad’s followers as being
defeatist in its obligations, but it brought about an era of peace that allowed the
expansion and strengthening of the Muslims. Those engaged in contemporary
peace processes have learnt from this historical case, the importance of making
certain concessions and securing long-term peace rather than short-term success.
Such lessons are particularly applicable in situations of international complexities
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where the parties at conflict are always advised to shift their focus from short-
term gains to long term goals (Kerr, 2012).
Impact of These Initiatives on Conflict Resolution and Peace Building Efforts
The concepts of peace as put across by the Seerah of the Prophet Muhammad are
still useful in the present day, in the sense that they offer lessons and
methodologies that can be borrowed so as to manage and prevent the rising of
contemporary conflicts. These derive from six principles at the heart of the Seerah:
dialogue, justice, strategic action, and reconciliation which work in several
contexts. Such narratives which make appealing references to the messages of
Muhammad and the methods used in resolving some of the internal and external
conflicts have been practical in fostering peace in various regions. For example,
interfaith dialogue has been successful in reducing tension in the Middle East
enhancing understanding between different religions and cultures. Such a method
of Prophet Muhammad fosters engagement with different peoples by affirming
common humanity that is crucial for peace. Many studies in the different peace
discourses and arguments focused on the success of such dialogues in changing
perspectives and forging of relationships that promote lasting community
relations that prevent violent conflict from recurring (Afsaruddin, 2013).
As a key pillar of Muhammad’s leadership, justice has influenced some aspects of
the leadership in post-conflict nations in a bid to drive judicial reforms. The
shortcomings that contributed to past world conflicts are strengthened and
addressed through the establishment of truth and reconciliation commissions like
the one in South Africa. These commissions contribute to the process of recovery
and a sense of justice through the acknowledgement of the victims and the
punishment of the offenders. Addressing the underlying factors of unrest, such as
grievances and structural inequality, will reduce the likelihood of such conflict
occurring in the future and therefore, contribute to long-term peace and order in
the society (Kadayifci-Orellana 2013).
The usages of diplomacy and treaties as exemplified by Muhammad in the Treaty
of Hudaybiyyah still til today serve as a guide in negotiating practices. Such
strategies that lay emphasis on endurance and allowance for give and take among
adversaries come in handy in bringing about durable peace pacts in the present
day’s war stricken zones. It is the very necessity to understand the needs of each
and every stakeholder in a conflict that provides the guarantees that the peace
agreements will be all-encompassing and firm. This has worked especially well in
difficult international relations where the emphasis is on achieving a stable peace
rather than quick rewards (Petersen, 2014). Such projects, based on the
unchanging foundations of the Seerah, demonstrate how ancient ideas can be
adapted to work in present attempts at resolving disputes. These address not just
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the manifestations of conflicts but even their root causes thus enabling societies to
be more integrated and durable.
Conclusion
The teachings of Allah’s prophets, and specifically the Seerah of Prophet
Muhammad, have been the sources of many practitioners’ approach to peace and
conflict resolution today, which demonstrates its relevance and applicability to
contemporary problems. With a focus on such aspects as dialogue, justice,
diplomacy, and reconciliation, the conflict resolving initiatives based on the
Seerah seek to provide structural solutions to conflicts and their underlying issues.
The interreligious dialogue programs show the need to understand and respect
each other’s different communities in the same way that Muhammad was able to
relate to different people. These programs have played a significant role in tension
alleviation and resolution, and the building of peace in volatile environments
guaranteeing that peace is not merely a period of silencing of hostilities but a state
of coexistence. The practice of looking for – and finding – justice in a society
using truth and reconciliation commissions is one such practice that can be traced
back to the Seerah, in that when addressing s grievances it is important to dealing
with societies that have suffered for too long. The illustration of these points is
best done by considering the example of diplomacy in the case of the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah where the peace that was eventually achieved was resource
restrained in seeking short term victory at the expense of long-term peace. Rooted
deep in the Seerah, these initiatives highlight the possibilities of the fusion of
conventional strategies to resolve conflicts with modern day approaches in order
bring about inclusive, justice, and peaceful societies. In a world increasingly faced
with sophisticated and multiple conflicts, such lessons from the life of the Prophet
are pertinent in informing the search for pragmatic remedies to the conflicts
which are both context-specific and universally relevant and which will make the
processes of peacebuilding as sustainable as the values and ideals of the process.
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